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From a Primary
School Classmate

was in the early 1960's. We were both in Bethel

I Primary School. Our classmates gave me a nick name
‘BA{E=ER"  (a famous Chinese kung fu star at that time)
because of my resembling name ‘EgfERR’ . They (and |
was one of them) gave you the nick name of $&1¥ because
we thought your surname was pronounced as < and you

were somewhat fatty by general standards at that time.

It was in the early 1990's when | met you again. By that time, you were already the General Secretary of CNEC and

the Principal of Hong Kong Bible Seminary. | have the privilege of serving with you in these 2 ministries.

In the few occasions when | attended the graduation
of students of the Seminary, you always shared your
mixed feelings during the few weeks leading up to the
graduation. You were on the one hand satisfied by the
successful completion of the seminary training of your
students, but on the other hand anxious of the fact that
they would be leaving the Seminary for the vast fields
of harvest, with difficulties and unknowns that entail.
This truly reflects the feeling of a father sending out his

children into the world.

A few of your students are now preachers in our
church. Whenever you come to preach in our Sunday
Service, | can see the joyful spirit of our preachers at
seeing their Principal again, and the feeling of comfort
that you have when you meet them in their working
field.

Apart from working level, we also went on a few trips and
excursions together. A memorable one was in 2011, when
we had a tour of England and Scotland. While we were

in Glasgow, you specially requested a visit to a University
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to meet up with an educationalist from Hong Kong, who
was there on a research programme. You seized the
opportunity to leave the group to join in the search for

materials, | believe, for the benefit of the Seminary.

A highlight of that trip was a stay in a canal barge for
5 days. All the 6 of us had no experience before. The
3 men all in our 60's were brave enough to take over
the navigation of the 66 feet long barge on our own.
It was never too late to learn, and you did very well at
steering the barge, navigating through narrow bridges
and water locks. It was a thoroughly enjoyable
holiday, with God's blessings of good weather, good

health, smooth journey and safety.

It has been a blessing to know you. | can see in you
a dedicated and faithful servant of the Lord, always

cheerful and encouraging others.

May God bless you, Sam, in your retirement and continue

to use you in whatever capacity, all to His glory.

Thomas
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